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At last. After several years of gathering funds,

HEF has been able to proceed with the first stages of

the restoration of the Village Hall. At this writing,

the work is well underway, held up only by the snow.

Starting in November, contractor Tom Perotka stripped

the siding from the front of the hall, straightened it,

sheathed it in plywood, and resided it. He also com-

pletely repapered and reshingled the roof, using a

type of asphalt shingle that resembles wood shin-

gles .

During the work on the roof he discovered that

the chimney was in very bad repair and so arranged

for Gerald Walker to replace the chimney above the

roof line.

In working on the cupola, which needed repair,

Mr. Perotka added, as his contribution to the project,

a small copper spire.

In addition to the work presently completed, the

front door is being repaired so that it can be rehung on

a now plumb frame. Kent Pricks and Gavin Campbell

have been scraping down the shutters in preparation

for repainting . When weather permits , they will begin

painting the shutters and the building itself, which bad-

ly needs paint.

This basic work constitutes the most necessary

repair work on the hall, though of course other jobs,

such as the repair of the retaining wall at the back of

the hall, will ultimately be needed.
Needless to say, we are very glad to have this

restoration work finally underway, and wish to thank

all the many people whose efforts, in one way and

another, have made this possible.

Local History Course

Recently the first full credit course in research
in the history of this area was taught. Taking advan-
tage of an intensive term offered at Principia College
between Thanksgiving and Christmas , nine students ,

under Paul Williams , studied research method using
Elsah as the basic material for investigation.

The students , who were all very enthusiastic
about the projects available, did real yeoman labor
in primary sources and uncovered a great variety of
interesting information. For example, among the oral
history projects were several interviews, by Sherri
Issari and Mary Lynn Cumings , of Elsah families who
were affected by the recent flood. These included the
Darrs , the Schmidts, the Cliftons , theGreers, the
Beim-Esches, Bob Connell, and Myrna Mandorca.
This will be valuable source material in the future.

Laura Biddle interviewed Basil Gleason, who
spent some years as a professional river fisherman, r-i

his experiences there. Tim Solomon and Sherri Issari

interviewed Mrs. Grace Cres swell, and Tim, who liv^ ,

in Edwardsville near Russ Keller, brother of Elsah's

longtime mayor, Edward Keller, interviewed his neigh-
bor on his memories of life in Elsah. Bill Fabian anc
Laura Biddle interviewed Mrs. Tuemmler of Alton, who
grew up in Elsah many years ago, a member of the Law-
less family.

John Williams photographed and did careful me iS-

ured drawings of the Spatz-Maybeck gas station ii.

This winter may well become the year of the big snows .

On December 20, 1973, 12" fell, the largest snow in
many years . This melted off very suddenly in a rain on
the 24th, but was replaced by 14" on the 30th, to which

was added another men tne next day. Elsah, with its

Christmas card houses, responded well to the beauty
of the snow, as this scene shows.
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Tow did people entertain themselves In the winter in Pulliam, Bob Head (of Dow), Nina Milford, Walter Ho-
Usah before modern transportation and conveniences? ward, Mona McDow, Harry Tonkinson, Dolly Barnal,

One way was by skating. This skating party took place. Bob Cummings, Grace Milford, John Cummings , Nola

we estimate, sometime around 1910. Included, left to McNair, Al Pinney, and Edgar Reed. The picture was
I'lght, are the following people: R. L. Mott (?), Nora orobably taken by Tommy McNair.

.Qsah. He also studied very closely the results of

the Eminence Hollow excavation made a year ago by
Larry Whitmore and Cy Crandell. And he measured the

old railroad tunnel (which turned out to be 205 feet

long), and participated in other projects.
Three additional sites of chert scatter and Indian

artifacts were turned up by the class members in plowed
fields. These will be added to our map of such loca-
tions .

Bill Fabian is working intensively on the Chau-
tauqua materials gathered in the past by Cathy Finlay,

and in addition making collections of material on h is

own, with an eye to a pamphlet on that fascinating
summer community.

Much photography work was done by class mem-
bers, including the copying of the University of Wash-
ington collection of photographs of Notchcliff and Elies-
toun pictures by Dave Kruger and Mary Lynn Cumings,
both in transparencies and black and white prints .

Tim Solomon did a photo collection of the picnic grounds
shelter built by Butler Sturtevant in 1931 and Mary Lynn
Cumings of many of the surviving picket fences in the
village. Dave and Tim also measured and photographed
the old Keller wine cellar east of the Elsah water tower.

Brent Punch, with aid from class members, pro-
duced a fine index of the current Elsah Municipal Code
which will be of real use to the Village Board. Brent

also gathered much information on land transactions in

and aroundaElsah from 1900 through 1907 from records
in the Jersey County courthouse.

The students together scanned the first ten years
of this century in the Jersey County De mocrat , record-
ing all Elsah items and copying any that had any sig-
lificance.

Bev Scott supervised the editing of another vol-

ume of the William McNair diary, this one ninety-nine

years old. We now have a typescript just about ready

to print and are hoping for permission from the McNair
family and the current holders of the manuscript to do
so. This volume is especially interesting now because
Mr. McNair, with his brother Robert and his father,

built the Elsah United Methodist Church, which will

be a hundred years old this fall, and some of the bills

and work records for that project are included in the

diary

.

Other projects as well not only taught the stu-

dents a great deal about research method, but produced
much information that will be of value to Elsah histori-

ans and readers. We hope that such courses can be

taught in the future. They seem to offer a good way to

get everyone into the act of preserving and improving

our knowledge of this unique village. They also offer

the undergraduate a unique opportunity to do research

that really counts and to work in primary materials on

projects for which full personal credit is given.

Contributions: We are very grateful for a contribution
of $100 made to us by Mr. Harold Bunting, of Kirkwood,
Missouri. We also welcome a contribution from Mr.
Fred Kirsch, made to us in a special way. Mr. Kirsch
put together and painted Christmas tree decorations
which were sold through the Darrs' Elsah Country Store,
the profits going to HEF. These proved so popular that
they netted HEF $42.18.
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The Piasa Beast
In the Autumn, 1973, issue of the Tournal of the

Illinois State Historical Society Natalia M. Belting

examines the legend of the Piasa Bird from a new angle

(pp. 302-305).
She notes that Marquette's description of the

petroglyph is the most detailed. He wrote, "We saw
. . . two painted monsters. . . . They are as large
As a calf; they have Horns on their heads Like those
of deer, a horrible look, red eyes, a beard Like a ti-

ger's, a face somewhat like a man's, a body Covered
with scales, and so Long A tail that it winds all around
the Body, passing above the head and going back be-
tween the legs, ending in a Fish's tail." Three other
descriptions of the rapidly weathering depictions , the
last in 1699, are less detailed. None of them mentions
the wings so prominent in the legend originated by the
Alton Telegraph

Ms. Belting remarks, "Marquette's descriptions
sound suspiciously like descriptions of the water mon-
ster, one of the most common symbols of evil in the
cosmogony of the Algonquian and Siouan Indians of the
Mississippi Valley and tte Great Plains . " To this she
adds, "Representations of water monsters were fre-

quently painted or cut on rocks above pools and streams,
and passing Indians scattered tobacco and food as of-
ferings to placate them.

"

Sic transit gloria Piasa. Today the creature is c
bird, that is, a sort of bird. But the passing motorists
still must fear the monster, for they throw out offerings
of beer and soda cans to placate him. Since the real
location of the beast is no longer known, they throw
them out all the way from Alton to Grafton just to make
sure.

news notes
Between Thanksgiving and Christmas, Glenn

Felch, who recently returned to Elsah as a member of

the Principia College Art Department, has painted a

magnificent historical mural in the Hosmer house on
upper Mill Street. Using old photographs, the oldest

lithograpli known of the Elsah waterfront, and a fer-

tile imagination and deft brush, Glenn has rendered
Elsah scenes and landmarks on the lower entrance hali,

the stairway, and the upper landing and hall. These
include the waterfront, a scene on lower LaSalle Street,

Notchcliff, Eliestoun, the old Piasa Bluffs Hotel, the

Union Hotel, the McNair buildings, two intertwined

views of Alpa Street, the ruined ice house, and an
enormous bluff jutting up the stairway.

On December 27th, the Hosmers invited Elsah
people to come view the mural at an open house. We
hope this unusual contribution to art and the memora-
bilia of Elsah will long remain for the delight of the

Hosmers and their visitors.

Forthcoming Publication: Dr. Percival Robertson, Pro-
fessor Emeritus of Geology and longtime Elsah resident,
has authored for us a manuscript of which we are very
proud. Called The Great River: Master Sculptor , it

contains not only an essay on the geological history
of our area but very practical information on the iden-
tification of common fossils in our area and the loca-
tion of the various strata that make up the bluffs from
Alton to Grafton. This work is in its final stages of
preparation for the printer now.

A Note to Subscribers: We are somewhat behind in our
publication of newsletters at present. We expect to

catch up soon, as the basic work for the next two is-
sues is substantially done. If you feel it is a long
time since you paid dues, this may be true, but we
will always send a notice when your subscription has
run out. In this coming year we hope to put our publi-
cation on a more systematic basis. At present the
press of ti riE and lack of help has held us up.

Publications Available: We still have back issues of

Elsah History numbers 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6. These are
available at 20 cents each, plus 10 cents postage and
handling. In addition we have copies of our leaflets.

These include the following: The Maybeck Pilot (# 1),

at 25 cents (plus 10 cents postage, if needed); our
lists of old Elsah citizens (# 2), at 50 cents, and the
Elsah Bluff Prairies: Ecological Antiques (# 3) , at

75 cents. In addition, we have some leftover copies
of the Frederick Oakes Sylvester reproduction done for

a souvenir for the Missouri Historical Society house
tour for 25 cents, plus postage. These may be pur-
chased by writing HEF at P. O. Box 117, Elsah, IL

62028. The Elsah Country Store carries all these pub-
lications as well.

We welcome the reappearance of an Elsah coluii.!.

now done in conjunction with news from Dow, in the
Jerseyville Democrat-News . During much of the nine-
teenth century the Elsah column was a regular feature
of that newspaper, and it has been an excellent sourri
of historical information on Elsah.

The Elsah contingent of the Quarry-Elsah Firefighters
Association held its annual Christmas party for the
children of the community last December 20th. Santa
Claus Paul Barnes arrived with sacks of candy aboard
the Elsah fire truck. Donder and Blitzen were never
like this. Community get-togethers like this prove the
survival of country village culture today.

DON'T FORGET. CONTRIBUTIONS TO HISTORIC ELSAH FOUNDATION ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE NOW.


